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Governing Body – the safeguarding role








Section 175 of the Education Act 2002 introduced a duty on Local Authorities and governing bodies of maintained schools to ensure that they safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  





A Safeguarding Children Audit Tool has been designed to help schools to assess their safeguarding practice (see below for link).











Head Teachers are required to provide a Safeguarding Annual Report to the Governing Body and the Local Authority (Safeguarding Children Service) about the school safeguarding duties. 





This report should be submitted to the appropriate Governing Body meeting in the summer term. 





The Governing Body should then send a copy of the report and their comments to the Sheffield Safeguarding Children Service (see link below).














From Sept 2009 Ofsted will be measuring the effectiveness of the schools’ safeguarding procedures by evaluating the school’s arrangements, including links with key agencies, for ensuring the safety of its pupils.


This will include looking at how well the governing body challenges and supports the school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities met.








The role of the Governing Body is to ensure that:





A member of the governing body (usually the Chair) is nominated as the Child Protection Governor/Safeguarding Governor (see overleaf)





The nominated governor has a clear written remit of their responsibilities (see below)





Visits by the nominated governor to the school are recorded





Arrangements are made for the nominated governor to report back to a committee or the full governing body





Staff understand the nominated governors role





Mechanisms of support are available from a Committee Chair or the Chair/Vice Chair of the governing body





The school has procedures for dealing with allegations of abuse against staff and volunteers





The Chair (or Vice Chair) takes responsibility for liaising with the Head & Local Authority regarding child abuse allegations against staff & volunteers 





Where there is a child abuse allegation against the Head, the Chair (or Vice Chair) will liaise directly with the Local Authority, unless another member of the governing body has the expertise to take on this role (see link below for further information)























The Child Protection / Safeguarding Governor should:





Usually be the Chair of the governing body 





Be familiar with Local Authority guidance and policy relating to child protection / safeguarding issues





Attend training for nominated Child Protection / Safeguarding Governors





Ensure the Governing Body puts in place suitable child protection / safeguarding policy and procedures





Champion child protection / safeguarding issues in the school 





Encourage other members of the governing body to develop their understanding of child protection /  safeguarding responsibilities and assist the school to perform its statutory duties





Ensure that they remedy any weaknesses or deficiencies in the schools child protection / safeguarding practices which are brought to their attention





Meet regularly (at least termly) with the senior member of the leadership team who has responsibility for child protection/ safeguarding issues, the Child Protection Liaison Officer/Teacher (CPLO/T) to monitor the effectiveness of the schools child protection / safeguarding policies





To ensure the governing body receives a Safeguarding Annual Report from the Head Teacher identifying that:





The schools safeguarding policy is communicated to and implemented by all staff





The CPLO/T is a member of the leadership team and has sufficient time and resources to carry out the duties effectively





A Deputy CPLO/T is identified





The CPLO/T and Deputy receive training every 2 years





Safeguarding training is undertaken by ALL staff including lunchtime supervisors, clerical and ancillary staff, every 3 years











Arrangements are in place for the inclusion of child protection procedures in an induction programme for all people working in the school, no matter how long for or the status of the individual





Arrangements are in place to ensure safe recruitment procedures and appropriate checks on new staff and volunteers





The number of children that currently have a Child Protection Plan





The provision of information to the Local Authority about how the governing body’s duties in respect of safeguarding / child protection have been discharged

















Useful links/resources:





�HYPERLINK "http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/education/schoolgovernors/guidance/safeguarding-and-child-protection" \o "Use this link to go to the Governors section of the Sheffield City Council website"��Safeguarding and child protection - Governing Body Responsibilities, Sheffield City Council� at: www.sheffield.gov.uk/education/schoolgovernors/guidance/safeguarding-and-child-protection





� HYPERLINK "http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-04217-2006&" \o "Follow this link to go to the DfES publication called 'Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education, 2006" ��Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education, DfES 2006� at: 


http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-04217-2006&








Other useful documents on this website: 





Annual Safeguarding Report for Head Teachers, Sept 09





Practitioners Safeguarding Children Audit Tool, Sept 09








Allegations against Staff, Carers and Volunteers, Sept 09





Inspection Standards, Sept 09
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